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the teachings of Mohammed have shaped the
entire civilization of many millions of human
beings, and how the Buddhistic teachings of
gentleness and kindness and the wisdom of
acquiring merit in order to shape beneficently
future existence has changed the entire course
of oriental history.

Likewise the political significance of the life
and teachings of Jesus has been generally
greatly underestimated. As I understand
those teachings, the most fundamental differ-
ence between him and those who preceded him
is that he insisted more than they upon the
worth of the individual, upon the principle
that each man should take upon himself the
responsibility of determining his life and
not attempt to put off that responsibility
upon priest or parents. This attitude makes
strongly for independence of character and
reliance upon one's own judgment, and in
consequence influences profoundly human ac-
tion. This feeling of individual responsi-
bility that came prominently into the world
through the teachings of Jesus Christ more
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